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Dear Patriot Brigade Family, 

 

I begin this letter with a sincere thank you to all of the parents and volunteers who have built our props, cleaned 

our uniforms, secured refreshments and hydration for camp, and put in countless hours working to make this 

season a great one. We truly appreciate you and have some of the greatest supporters in the county. 

 

Our program is not great because we are successful. We are successful because we are great. The work that our 

students and staff put into our seasons year in and year out is unparalleled. Throughout the 2020-2021 school 

year, I have no doubts that this will continue. Our students and staff will refocus on fundamentals and 

developing skills that are the foundation of our great program.  

 

Yesterday afternoon, we received word from ISSMA (our state’s music association) that they would be 

canceling all marching band events for the 2020 season. With the continued uncertainty of the current 

pandemic, ISSMA felt that “live marching band events would place an uncontrollable health risk on everyone 

involved in the event.”  Due to this, the remainder of our band camps will be canceled. The first day we will 

meet will be on August 11th: the first day of school. The cancelation of camps is not due to health or safety 

reasons, but instead to allow our staff time to create an entirely new and amazing show better suited for the 

performances we anticipate for this season, as our current show would be too costly without a competitive 

season.  

 

While my heart is broken that we will not have the opportunity to show the state what A Pirate’s Revenge looks 

like, I am encouraged by our staff and our administration and their words of encouragement and work ethic. Mr. 

Moore (THN Assistant Principal), upon hearing the news, replied “I know you and the marching band staff will 

still provide many great opportunities at the school level for our marching band students throughout the year.” 

Mrs. Luken (THN Assistant Principal) replied “I came in late one evening and the drums were practicing in the 

main entry way .  They were all so happy to be back at what they love.  I miss them so much but realize safety 

needs to be first.” Meanwhile, the staff immediately began meeting with each other and, within minutes of 

receiving the news, we began working on a new plan for the coming season.  

 

We are not quitting. We are not stopping. The Patriot Brigade will continue. The 2020 Patriot Brigade season 

will be awesome. Why? Because we have the best students, parents, and staff in the state.  
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